BREAKAWAY SPORTS
BASKETBALL LEAGUE
By - Laws and Guidelines
GREENVILLE CHURCH LEAGUE

Our Past, Present, and Our Future
The Breakaway Sports Basketball League (BSBL) encourages each and every church in our
league to play with the example of humility and grace that God has given us in His
Scriptures, and through His Son, Jesus Christ. We also expect our teams to follow, and abide
by the BSBL By-Laws, which are mostly derived from regulation high school rules.
The BSBL enjoys a rich heritage, having the opportunity to grow from two former basketball
leagues, the Greenville Methodist League and the ACAA. Originally created to provide
churches with an alternate to school basketball programs, their vision was to provide
competitive leagues that allowed players to participate and have a positive experience. The
BSBL is committed to this vision.
While basketball is the medium we use, we encourage churches to set their own expectations
of ministry priorities so that our league is not causing competitions that are unhealthy. We
promote discipleship and outreach as foundational pieces in maintaining and continuing to
grow our league in years to come.
In the coming years, we hope to provide opportunities for more churches in the area, and
expand our offerings into other sports using the network of churches already established.

Some Basic Truths...for the BSBL
The actions of your coaches, players, and fans are a reflection of your church, and are the
direct responsibility of your minister, pastor, rabbi, or priest.
PARENT / GUARDIAN CONDUCT
The parent’s role in this program should be limited so that the player will feel no effects of
parental pressure. Discourage interference by parents or well-meaning outsiders in a polite,
firm way. Interested, cooperative parents are an asset and should be encouraged.
SPECTATOR CONDUCT
Under no circumstances should spectators be allowed on the court, unless asked to come to
the aid of an injured player. Each team is responsible for their spectators.
This league is designed to encourage participation of those who are actively involved in
your church or its programs, or to use as an outreach to your community so that they may
become actively involved in your church.
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Remember that the coach bears the burden of responsibility for sportsmanship. His/her
influence upon the attitudes and behavior of the players and church is unequaled.
All players, coaches, and fans are ultimately the responsibility of the church or
organization they represent - unsportsmanlike behavior will not be tolerated.
Be respectful of your opponents, treat them as your guests. Always respect the official’s
judgment and interpretation of the rules.
We do not allow the recruitment of non-participating players to strengthen your team and
have eligibility rules in place to keep this from happening.
Each coach must attend a coaches’ clinic set up by the BSBL or individual church. If the
coach cannot attend, then an adult representative must be present. In the event a church is
not represented at this meeting, that church’s teams may be deemed ineligible.
Please review the eligibility section of the By-Laws carefully to avoid possible sanctions.

Player Eligibility Rules
To be eligible to participate in the BSBL, players must be members, or deemed as outreach or
wildcards, of the sponsoring church assembly. We define outreach/wildcards as those who
are seeking a home church, or are within the local community of the sponsoring church’s
reach and have been actively invited to church related activities outside of the BSBL.
Each team can have outreach / wildcard players, as long as the number of outreach / wild
card players does not exceed the number of church members on the team.
No church basketball team member may play on an organized school team, either as a player
or an alternate. School competition is defined as organized teams that have try-outs,
regularly scheduled practices, and who play other school teams. This includes public /
private systems, and all levels: varsity, junior varsity, or c-team/middle school. The league
was, in part, designed for players who do not qualify to play school ball. Allowing
participants to play in both takes away from this planned competitive option.
The BSBL has set a cut-off date of the last Wednesday in November for those school players
who change their minds at the beginning of the season, and decide instead to play for the
BSBL. Players have until that date to notify their league. They should contact their church
director, who will notify the league director. Any team caught playing an illegal player
shall automatically forfeit all games played and face possible sanctions.
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Players may, however, participate in other “recreational” basketball leagues. We do request
that if a team has several highly skilled or AAU qualified players, that they play up to an
appropriately skilled level. The BSBL reserves the right to review and place teams/members
based on game performance and competitive level to ensure a balanced playing field for all
competitors.
Roster size is limited to 10 players. Rosters and entry fees must be submitted to the BSBL by
the date discussed at our annual meetings.

Player Eligibility Appeal Procedures
Suspicions of illegal players need to be reported right away.
Before the game begins, ask the gym coordinator to mediate a discussion of the situation
between both coaches in a neutral area. The complaint will be heard by the gym
coordinator and should be resolved there. If the issue cannot be resolved prior to game time
by the gym coordinator, please fill out and submit to your church director a grievance
form, noting the date, time, gym, player/coach/officials names, jersey numbers, and a detailed
description of the incident in question. Your church director will then contact the BSBL
director within 48 hours. a fee of $25.00 will be required, and will need to be sent with the
form to the BSBL. If the complaint is held up, the fee will be returned, but will be kept by the
BSBL if the complaint is not held up.
If, through a comprehensive investigation, it is found that eligibility rules have been broken,
the player and coach will be suspended for the rest of the season/tournament, and all their
games will be forfeited. The coach will also lose his privileges to coach in the following
season.
Please follow the above procedures for complaints against officials as well.
If you have players who play in other leagues, please take the time to gather the proper
information and share it upfront with competing coaches.
All other questions regarding eligibility and game rules should be referred to the updated
Scorer’s Table Sheet or By-Laws Booklet. All gyms must be sure that they have a copy
available on all game dates.
On any complaints, the decision of the BSBL is final.
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BSBL Team Divisions
K 5 - 1st Grade
COED Division
2nd - 3rd Grade
COED Division
2nd - 3rd Grade
Boys Division
4th - 5th Grade
Boys Division
4th - 6th Grade
Girls Division
6th - 8th Grade
Boys Division
7th - 9th Grade
Girls Division
9th - 10th Grade
Boys Division
11th - 12th Grade
Boys Division
10th - 12th Grade
Girls Division
When a question of eligibility arises, the BSBL will defer to the grade level.
Adult I
Adult II

( 18 - 34 )
( 35 over )

COED Division
COED Division

Co-ed teams, other than outlined above, must receive prior approval from the BSBL.
Players cannot have graduated, or gotten their GED, and play in youth divisions.
The BSBL recognizes the following dates as our roster cut-offs for the 2019-2020 season.
BSBL Greenville : Team Registration - October 31 ; Rosters - December 5
Youth participants may “play up” to a higher division and be on more than one roster. Players
from the adult teams may “play down” a division and be on more than one roster. This should
be restricted to teams that are light on players and risk forfeitures.
No youth players will be allowed to “play down” to lower divisions, and no adult may play in
the youth league. This is for consistency throughout the league, and for the safety of all
players, and has nothing to do with skill level.

General Game Information
The BSBL will follow the National Federation of High Schools Basketball Rules, with the
following exceptions.
Each game will start with prayer. All players must play in each half.
Teams must have at least 4 players to begin play.
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There will be NO DUNKING in any divisions! A technical foul will be assessed.
Coaches must be a high school graduate, and have at least a 5 year differential to the
oldest player on the roster. They also must be present with their team during gym times, and
are responsible for team conduct while using the facilities.
Practice / Game Used Basketballs
DIVISION
BASKETBALL
K5 - 1st coed
Junior 27.5”
2nd - 3rd coed /boys
Junior 27.5”
4th - 5th boys
Intermediate 28.5”
4th - 6th girls
Intermediate 28.5”
10 ft
6th - 8th boys
Regulation 29.5”
7th - 9th girls
Intermediate 28.5”
10 ft
9th - 10th boys
Regulation 29.5”
11th - 12th boys
Regulation 29.5”
10th - 12th girls
Intermediate 28.5”
Adult I coed
Regulation 29.5”
Adult II coed
Regulation 29.5”

RIM HEIGHT
8 ft
8 ft
10 ft
10 ft
10 ft
10 ft
10 ft
10 ft
10 ft

All teams are expected to be in their assigned gyms 15 minutes prior to game time.
Coaches must produce a printed copy of their roster at each game they play. Each gym will
use two scorebooks, one for the game in process and the other for the next game.
Teams not in the gym on time, and/or coaches who do not have a printed copy of their roster
will begin the game with a technical foul.
There will be a 5-minute warm-up between games.
A forfeit shall be called by the gym coordinator if a team cannot begin a game legally, no
later than 10 minutes after the scheduled start time.
There will be no make-ups scheduled due to weather cancellations.
There should be no direct or indirect communication by players (other than the captain)
toward any game official during play. Captain communication should be done in a respectful
manner, and during stoppages of play.
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MERCY RULE: When a team achieves a 20 point lead, the clock will run continuously, except
during time-outs. A player should be given an appropriate amount of time, as determined by
the referees, to withdraw and proceed down court. Half court presses and fast breaks, by
the leading team, are NOT permitted during this time. If/when the score drops below 20
points, regular time-keeping and play will resume. This procedure is in effect throughout the
entirety of the game.
OVERTIME RULE: The first overtime period will be 2 minutes. If the game is still tied after
the overtime period, the winner will be determined by a sudden victory format. No time will
be kept on the clock, and the first team to lead by two points will be the winner.
No player may wear jewelry of any kind during play.

Technical Foul Guidelines and Penalties
We will not accept players or coaches who do not abide by our rules!
Coaches are responsible for making sure that names and numbers are in the book correctly
before the game begins. Any bench activity is the coach’s responsibility, along with his/her
players and fans.
When a technical foul is assessed to a player/coach during a game, high school regulations
will be followed. If a player receives two technical fouls during a game - he/she will be
ejected from the game and will forfeit the opportunity to participate in the next game.
If a coach accumulates a total of three direct or indirect technical fouls, or just two
direct technical fouls, he/she will be ejected from that current game, and will forfeit the
opportunity to coach in the next game.
Any player or coach ejected from a game as a result of flagrant/technical fouls will be
required to submit a letter of apology to the league director via their church director,
prior to the next game. If a player or coach is ejected twice in a season, he/she will be
suspended for the rest of that season and will be required to personally meet with the
league director before being considered for reinstatement.
It is the responsibility of the scorer’s table, officials, and gym coordinator to report,
document, and follow-up with the BSBL director concerning players who receive technical
fouls during a game. Technical foul violations should be filed by the gym coordinator on
the league website within 24 hours of the game.
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BSBL Game Operations
These rules are available to all teams at the scorer’s table for each game. Please refer to
them when you have a question.

K5 & 1st Grade CO-ED
This division is specially designed to introduce the game of basketball to our younger
children. It uses the team coach, directly on the floor, to assist and referee the games.
The visiting team will have first possession of the ball.
Teams will have 1 timeout per half. 15 minute halves with a running clock except for TO/foul
shots. Clock will stop for 15 seconds every 5 minutes for substitutions.
Each player should be given opportunities to shoot, dribble, and pass each half.
No scores will be kept, no fast breaks, no pressing, no overtime periods, no 3-point shots, and
no counts ( 3, 5, 10 second counts ) will be observed at this level.
Defensive players must remain within the 3-point area. Once penetration is made by the
offense, the defense may react, but may not follow the offense outside of the 3-point area.
Offensive players have 15 seconds to put the ball inside the 3-point area. If the ball moves
back outside, they may regroup and begin again, but cannot “camp” outside the 3-point area.
Violations are handled in an instructional manner, and do not result in turnovers. Fouls
will be called and shooting fouls will be awarded with free throws.

2nd & 3rd Grade CO-ED / 2nd & 3rd Grade Boys
Teams will play by the following game rules. High school regulations apply in all other
situations.
Games will start with a jump ball and use one official.
Teams will have 3-60 second timeouts per game. Running clock except for TO/foul shots.
Teams will play 15 minute halves.
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Each player should be given opportunities to shoot, dribble, and pass in each half.
Score will be kept and 3-point shooting is permitted. However, there will be no overtime.
There will be no counts ( 3, 5, 10 seconds ) in this division.
Players are allowed to pick up their dribble, but they cannot gain an advantage or score
without dribbling.
Players cannot foul out, but fouls will be called. Free throws will be shot at the bottom of
the foul circle or halfway mark between basket and the foul line.
Defensive players must remain within the 3-point area. Once penetration is made by the
offense, the defense may react, but may not follow the offense outside of the 3-point area. If
the ball is stolen, that player may use a fast break to move the ball down the court, unless
his/her team is leading by 20 or more points (see MERCY RULE.)

4th & 5th Grade Boys / 4th - 6th Grade Girls
Teams will play by the following game rules. High school regulations apply in all other situations.

Games will start with a jump ball and use two officials.
Teams will have 3-60 second timeouts per game. Each team will receive only 1 timeout for an
overtime period. Running clock except for TO, foul shots, during the last 2 minutes of the
second half, and overtime period.
Teams will play 15 minute halves.
Each player should be given opportunities to shoot, dribble, and pass in each half.
No pressing in the backcourt after a change of possession.
Pressing is allowed by the winning team in the last 2 minutes of the game, only if there is a
10-point or less differential in the score. The losing team may press in the last 2 minutes,
regardless of the score.
Free throws may be shot at the bottom of the circle, however, an advanced player can and
should shoot from the free throw line.
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6th - 8th Grade Boys / 7th - 9th Grade Girls
Teams will play by the following game rules. High school regulations apply in all other situations.

Games will start with a jump ball and use two officials.
Teams will have 3-60 second timeouts per game. Each team will receive only 1 timeout for an
overtime period. Running clock except for TO, foul shots, during the last 2 minutes of the
second half, and overtime period.
Teams will play 15 minute halves.
Each player should be given opportunities to shoot, dribble, and pass in each half.

9th & 10th Grade Boys / 10th - 12th Grade Girls / 11th & 12th Grade Boys
Teams will play by the following game rules. High school regulations apply in all other situations.

Games will start with a jump ball and use two officials.
Teams will have 3-60 second timeouts per game. Each team will receive only 1 timeout for an
overtime period. Running clock except for TO, foul shots, during the last 2 minutes of the
second half, and overtime period.
Teams will play 18 minute halves.
Each player should be given opportunities to shoot, dribble, and pass in each half.

Adult I CO-ED ( 18 - 34 year olds ) / Adult II CO-ED ( 35 and over )
Teams will play by the following game rules. High school regulations apply in all other situations.

Games will start with a jump ball and use two officials.
Teams will have 3-60 second timeouts per game. Each team will receive only 1 timeout for an
overtime period. 18 minute halves with a running clock except for TO, foul shots, during the
last 2 minutes of the second half, and overtime period.
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Adult league games begin in November. No special scheduling considerations will be allowed.
Tournament games will be scheduled and played at the discretion of the league, based on
overall attitude and behavior of the teams throughout the season.

WE APPRECIATE YOUR CHURCH’S PARTICIPATION IN OUR LEAGUE. WE PRAY THAT
EVERYONE WILL PLAY WITH AN ATTITUDE OF GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP AND
REVERENCE TOWARD GOD.
WITH THAT IN MIND...

Strategies for a Successful Season
BE POSITIVE - Look for, and focus on the positives, especially in tense or trying situations,
instead of complaining and pointing fingers at others.
BE GRACIOUS - No one is perfect and we all make mistakes. If we can recognize that in
ourselves, it will be easier for us to give grace, unmerited favor, to others.

BE AN EXAMPLE - Now more than ever, our children need positive examples and role models
in life. They will follow your example as an adult. Other adults are also watching, and as
Christians it is our duty to be a witness and a testimony to those around us.
BE UNIFIED - A strong emphasis should be placed on playing as a team. Promoting “star
athletes” is destructive and counterproductive to developing discipleship in others. Also, it
is important to encourage Christian fellowship and sharing among participating churches.

Thank You

BSBL Director:
Tim Schuyler
(864) 275 - 2393
breakawaysportsllc@gmail.com
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